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Apple corporation takes from De Anza 
while depriving our local community

Andrew Shinjo
STAFF REPORTER
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Tech company Apple has 
been highly successful since 
its formation in the 1970s, 
but over the years, their lack 
of philanthropic services for 
their local community has been 
disappointing, if not downright 
despicable.

According to Fortune, Apple is 
the most profitable company in 
the Fortune 500 with a reported 
profit of $53.4 billion in 2015, 
but Apple only donates $5,000 
annually to De Anza, the only 
college in Cupertino, as well 
as one of the top community 
colleges in the country.

With the recent decrease in 
enrollment at De Anza, and the 
lack of adequate funding from 
the state, investment in education 
is needed now more than ever. 
Corporate tax evasion exacerbates 
the problem too, and Apple is the 
worst of them. 

Apple uses shady tactics to 
cowardly dodge taxes which 

could massively contribute 
to schools like De Anza. 
Instead, we are patronized, 
forced to make needless, tough 
budgetary decisions while being 
continuously told that we just 
need more incoming revenue.

According to the New York 
Times, Apple is the pioneer of a 
corporate accounting technique 
known as the “Double Irish With 
a Dutch Sandwich,” through 
which it avoids paying basic taxes 
by routing profits through Irish 
subsidiaries and the Netherlands, 
and then to the Caribbean. 

According to a recent study by 
a former Treasury Department 
economist, without the use of off-
shore accounts, Apple’s federal 
tax bill in the United States 
would’ve likely been higher than 
$2.4 billion.

If corporations like Apple are 
going to continue this unethical 
and unpatriotic practice of 
corporate tax dodging, they 
should have the decency to help 
their local communities that are 
struggling for money. 

Two months ago, when the 
flood struck San Jose , resulting 
in $73 million worth of damage, 
many organizations including 
local professional sports teams, 
auto dealers, Kaiser Permanente, 
labor unions, Chipotle, Wells 
Fargo, Safeway and Comcast, 
among others, donated to help 
the victims, but tech companies 
Apple, Google, and Facebook did 

not bother to help even when they 
were contacted.

De Anza gave Apple the 
opportunity to debut the original 
Macintosh here at the Flint Center 
in 1984, and many De Anza 
students go on to become future 
Apple employees; yet the last 
time Apple donated computers to 
De Anza was about 20 years ago.

While Apple does conduct 
some philanthropic services for 
the local community, De Anza 

and our local community does 
not receive enough benefits from 
Apple considering the amount 
of taxes they are not paying. If 
students are expected to worship 
Apple, beginning from grade 
school until adulthood when 
they pray to land a job with the 
company that actively hindered 
their schooling facilities, Apple 
should eagerly be ready to 
reciprocate that love.

Kunal Mehta
NEWS EDITOR

Why your Netflix pastime is in danger

Do you play League of Legends 
or watch Netflix? If the Federal 
Communications Commission’s 
new plan goes through, you might 
need to start paying extra.

The Trump administration’s 
new FCC chair, Ajit Pai, has set 
into motion a plan to overturn the 
2015 net neutrality protections 
that millions of Americans came 
together to demand.

In short, net neutrality requires 
that Internet service providers 
like AT&T, Comcast and Verizon 
treat each website and all traffic 
fairly. This means ISPs cannot 
require subscribers to pay extra 
for access to specific websites, or 
intentionally slow down traffic.

The dangers of a non-neutral 
Internet were clearly illustrated 
when the New York Attorney 
General filed a lawsuit against 
Spectrum-Time Warner Cable, 
alleging that they had intentionally 
slowed down League of Legends 

and Netflix traffic. Once Netflix 
paid up, its traffic went back to 
normal, effectively ensuring that 
the company was held for ransom.

The implications of this are 
staggering – any new Internet 
startup could be required to pay 
just for customers to be able 
to access their product. Things 
we take for granted today, like 
Facebook and Snapchat, would 
have never been able to gain 
traction in the first place, because 
early users would have had to pay.

We’ve already seen how being 
nickeled and dimed at every step 
can demoralize an industry — 
just look at air travel. Anything 

you do, you need to pay up, from 
checking a bag to even picking 
your seat. No one ever looks 
forward to air travel.

The FCC is mostly alone 
in wanting to overturn net 
neutrality; the United Nations 
declared Internet access as a 
fundamental human right in 2016. 
Americans on all sides of the 
political spectrum are in favor of 
strong net neutrality protections. 
In fact, according to one poll 
from the University of Delaware, 
81 percent of Americans are in 
support.

Of course, the FCC has made 
it as hard as possible to leave 

comments, but comedian John 
Oliver has created a handy 
website to simplify the process: 
just go to http://gofccyourself.
com/ and click “+Express” to 
leave a comment.

If you want to use a form 
letter, you can use the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation’s https://
dearfcc.org/ for an easier to fill 
out form.

We have 90 days to leave 
comments before the FCC 
conducts a final vote to move 
forward with the proposal. Make 
your voice heard to defend a 
neutral Internet.
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Destruction of net neutrality would ruin the internet


